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United States Department of Agriculture
NRCS offers voluntary programs to eligible landowners and agricultural producers to provide
financial and technical assistance to help manage natural resources in a sustainable manner.
Through these programs the agency approves contracts to provide financial assistance to
help plan and implement conservation practices that address natural resource concerns or
opportunities to help save energy, improve soil, water, plant, air, animal and related
resources on agricultural lands and non-industrial private forest land.

Agricultural Conservation Easement Program
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/nh/programs/easements/acep/

The Agricultural Conservation Easement Program (ACEP) provides financial and technical assistance to
help conserve agricultural lands and wetlands and their related benefits. Under the Agricultural Land
Easements component, NRCS helps Indian tribes, state and local governments and non-governmental
organizations protect working agricultural lands and limit non-agricultural uses of the land. Under the
Wetlands Reserve Easements component, NRCS helps to restore, protect and enhance enrolled wetlands.

Agricultural Land Easements (ALE)

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/nh/programs/easements/?cid=stelprdb1253558
Land eligible for agricultural easements includes cropland, rangeland, grassland, pastureland and
nonindustrial private forest land. NRCS will prioritize applications that protect agricultural uses and
related conservation values of the land and those that maximize the protection of contiguous acres
devoted to agricultural use. ALE protects the long-term viability of the nation’s food supply by
preventing conversion of productive working lands to non-agricultural uses. Land protected by
agricultural land easements provides additional public benefits, including environmental quality, historic

preservation, wildlife habitat and protection of open space.

Wetland Reserve Easements (WRE)

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/nh/programs/easements/?cid=stelprdb1253556
Land eligible for wetland reserve easements includes farmed or converted wetland that can be
successfully and cost-effectively restored. NRCS will prioritizé applications based the easement’s
potential for protecting and enhancing habitat for migratory birds and other wildlife. WRE provides
habitat for fish and wildlife, including threatened and endangered species, improve water quality by
filtering sediments and chemicals, reduce flooding, recharge groundwater, protect biological diversity

and provide opportunities for educational, scientific and limited recreational activities.
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