
TITLE III 

TOWNS, CITIES, VILLAGE DISTRICTS, 

AND UNINCORPORATED PLACES 

CHAPTER 31 

POWERS AND DUTIES OF TOWNS 

Town and City Forests 

Section 31:110 

    31:110 Establishment. –  

 
The legislative body of any city or town may vote to establish by purchase, lease, grant, tax 

collector's deed, transfer, bequest or other devise, a city or town forest. 

Source. 1975, 254:1, eff. Aug. 5, 1975. 

    31:111 Purpose. –  

 
The main purpose of such city or town forest shall be to encourage the proper management of 

timber, firewood and other natural resources through planting, timber stand improvement, 

thinning, harvesting, reforestation, and other multiple use programs consistent with the forest 

management program, any deed restrictions and any pertinent local ordinances or regulations. 

Source. 1975, 254:1, eff. Aug. 5, 1975. 

    31:112 Management. –  
 

I. A city or town forest established under RSA 31:110 shall be managed by a forestry committee 

consisting of not less than 3 nor more than 5 members. In cities the members shall be appointed 

by the mayor and aldermen and in towns they shall be appointed by the selectmen. When a 

forestry committee is first established, terms of the members shall be for one, 2 or 3 years, and so 

arranged that the terms of approximately 1/3 of the members shall expire each year, and their 

successors shall be appointed for terms of 3 years each. The committee shall include the city or 

town tree warden, if there is one. The committee shall choose its chairman, shall serve without 

compensation and shall make an annual report to the city or town and shall send a copy to the 

director of the division of forests and lands, department of natural and cultural resources. 

Vacancies for the unexpired terms shall be filled in the same manner as the original 

appointments.  



 

II. If a city or town has adopted RSA 36-A, a city or town forest may be managed by the city or 

town conservation commission, with the tree warden, if any, as an ex-officio member, as 

determined by the legislative body. 

Source. 1975, 254:1, eff. Aug. 5, 1975. 2017, 156:14, I, eff. July 1, 2017. 

    31:113 Appropriations Authorized. – For the purposes of establishing or maintaining a 

city or town forest, a city or town may raise and appropriate such funds as it deems necessary. 

The proceeds from said forest shall be placed in a special forest maintenance fund and shall be 

allowed to accumulate from year to year, unless otherwise voted by the legislative body of such 

city or town. 

Source. 1975, 254:1, eff. Aug. 5, 1975. 

    31:114 Director of Forests and Lands. – [Repealed 1995, 299:19, I, eff. Jan. 1, 1996.] 

 


